
Action initiated at Penn State University
Does the action involve an earth disturbance activity? See 

definition  below.

No NPDES permit or 

E&S plans required.
NO

YES

Is the disturbance in the footprint of an 

existing NPDES boundary?

An Erosion and Sediment control 

plan shall be submitted to the local 

conservation district for approval.  

The approved plan shall be 

maintained and used on the 

construction site.  The E&S plans 

shall be developed using 25 PA Code 

Chapter 102. (www.pacode.com)

(PSUEDMG Level 4)

30 to 45 days

An Erosion and Sedimentation control plan shall be sent to the local conservation 

district with a request to revise the NPDES permit and approved the Erosion and 

Sedimentation plan.  The revision with the approved plan shall be maintained and 

used on the construction site.  The E&S plans shall be developed using 25 PA Code 

Chapter 102. (www.pacode.com)

(PSUEDMG Level 4)

30 to 45 days

Is the receiving stream a high quality cold 

water fishery or an exceptional value water (special protection)  

as designated by 25 PA Code Chapter 93?  

(www.pacode.com)

An individual NPDES permit shall be 

required.  All permit work shall follow 

25 PA Code Chapters 92 and 102.  

(www.pacode.com)  The permit will be 

issued by the Pennsylvania DEP after 

review by the local conservation 

district.  The permit and associated 

E&S plan shall be maintained and 

used on the construction site.

(PSUEDMG Level 5)

120 to 180 days

A general NPDES permit shall be 

required.  All permit work shall follow 

25 PA Code Chapters 92 and 102.  

The permit will be issued directly by 

the local conservation district.  The 

permit and associated E&S plan shall 

be maintained and used on the 

construction site.

(PSUEDMG Level 5)

90 to 180 days 
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PSU Earth Disturbance Process

Definitions: 

o   An earth disturbance activity is a construction or  other human activity which disturbs the surface of the land, including, but not limited to, clearing and grubbing, grading, excavations, embankments, land development, agricultural plowing or tilling, timber 

harvesting activities, road maintenance activities, mineral extraction, and the moving, depositing, stockpiling, or storing of soil, rock or earth materials. 

o    A point source discharge is any discernible, confined and discrete conveyance, including but not limited to, any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling stock, CAFO, landfill leachate collection system, vessel, or other 

floating craft from which pollutants are or may be discharged.  

o    An Erosion and Sediment Control Plan is a site-specific plan identifying best management practices (BMPs) to minimize accelerated erosion and sedimentation.  For agricultural plowing or tolling activities, the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan is that 

portion of a conservation plan identifying BMPs to minimize accelerated erosion and sedimentation.

o    A NPDES permit for stormwater discharges associated with construction activities is required for the discharge or potential discharge of stormwater into waters of the commonwealth for construction activities including clearing and grubbing, grading, and 

excavation activities.  See detailed list of activities in earth disturbance activity definition above.

o  A General NPDES Permit is an authorization for earthmoving activities in non-special protection watersheds which is processed and authorized by, in most cases, the County Conservation District.  Authorization involves the review and approval of an 

E&S plan.

o  An Individual NPDES Permit is an authorization for earthmoving activities in special protection watersheds where initial processing and review is completed by the county conservation district, but the final review, coordination, processing and                                  

authorization come from the Department of Environmental Protection.

o    The Penn State University Earth Disturbance Guidelines (PSUEDMG)  is the methodology that will be used to manage all earth disturbances at the University.

Is the disturbance 

> = 1000 ft
2
?

Is the disturbance 

> = 5000 ft
2
?

Is the disturbance one

acre or greater with a point source discharge or 5

acres or greater without a point source discharge?

A written E&S Plan filed 

and reviewed by 

Engineering Services 

shall be maintained and 

used on the construction 

site.  (PSUEDMG Level 3)

1 to 10 Days

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

YES

YES YES

NONO

Use Penn State 

University Earth 

Disturbance 

Management 

Guidelines 

(PSUEDMG Level 

1 or Level 2 ) 


